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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SB6O SD1, which notifies
victims of their right to participate in the restorative justice process.

In 2010, OHA produced a comprehensive report detailing the disparate
treatment of Native Hawaiians in the criminal justice system. Since then, OHA has
administered the Native Hawaiian Justice Task Force (N HJTF), which was tasked by
the Legislature to address this multi-faceted issue. A copy of the NHJTF 2012
legislative report and related materials are available at:
www.oha.org/nativehawaiianiusticetaskforce

// //This bill furthers the findings and recommendations under section F of the
NHJTF report, which relate to ”Restorative justice practices and their application to
Native Hawaiians.” In general, the concept of ”restorative justice” is similar to
cultural practices like ho‘oponopono. Both seek to put things right for the offender,
victim, family and community.

Therefore, OHA urges the committee to PASS SB60 SD1. Mahalo for the
opportunity to testify on this important measure.
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 12:09 PM
To: HUStestim0ny
Cc: kat.caphi@gmai|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB60 on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM‘

Categories: Green Category

SB60
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

‘
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Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 10:54 AM
To: HUStestim0ny
Cc: jory_watland@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB60 on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM‘

Categories: Green Category

SB60
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jory Watland Individual Support No 1

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 1:37 PM
To: HUStestim0ny
Cc: harwood.lillian@gmai|.c0m
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB60 on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM‘

Categories: Green Category

SB60
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 14, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Wakinekona Individual Support No ‘

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



LORENN WALKER, J.D., M.P.H.
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES

Honorable Representative Mele Caroll, Chair
Honorable Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Other Honorable Committee Members

Thursday, March 14, 2013
9:30 a.m.
Conference Room 329

STRONG SUPPORT SB60 SD1- RELATING TO VICTIMS

Please vote yes to pass, as amended below, this measure giving crime victims the right to be informed of
restorative justice processes. This provision sends a clear message to our community that the legislature
cares about healing for people harmed by crimes.

Suggested revisions to current bill to ensure it is enacted immediately and that it allows restorative justice
processes, including ho’oponopono, and that it applies to all victims, regardless of any criminal charges:

“To be informed by the police or the prosecuting attorney of restorative justice processes that allow the
victim and any loved ones who accompany them to discuss and address how they were affected by the
wrongful act that harmed them. and what might possibly be done to try and help repair the harm or make
things right. Victim participation includes the victim meeting directly with the defendant or jgpetrator. if
the defendant or jgpetrator is identified and is willing to meet. or the victim or the victim's representative
may meet with a representative of the defendant or rgpetrator.

For the purposes of this paragraph. restorative justice processes include restorative dialogues. restorative
conferences. restorative justice circles. restorative sessions. or any type of restorative justice group
process where victims meet individually or with their loved ones. with a trained restorative justice
facilitator. The restorative justice processes shall be held at places and times that are convenient and
respectful for victims."

The modern restorative justice movement developed in the United States as a community grassroots effort
to recognize, and put resources into assisting, people harmed by crime. While our criminal justice system
necessarily focuses on our community‘s needs to establish clear expectations for individual and group
behavior, restorative justice focuses on healing for individuals. Most indigenous cultures, including
Native Hawaiians, have continued to provide restorative responses to wrongdoing and con ict for
centuries, while Western cultures renewed interest about 30 years ago. State legislatures, including
California, Colorado, Florida, Minnesota, and Vermont, have begun passing statutes indicating their
support for restorative justice.

My experience as someone who has worked in the justice system for over 30 years informs my support
for the measure along with my personal experience being the victim of a serious assault and attempted
murder by a stranger in l976. The terrible experience motivated me to become a lawyer, but it was not
until I had worked in restorative justice, when I was able to nally heal emotionally. Please help other
victims to experience this potential healing by passing the measure showing your support for them.

Please see my website www.lorennwalker.com for a description of my background and experience in
criminal justice interventions for agencies including courts, police, and prisons. Thank you for your time
and efforts in public service.
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